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TITLE 
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SURVEY RECORDS Commission for Historic and Architectural Preservation. 
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DESCRIPTION B-2891 

CONDiTION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

^.EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED _UNALTERED —ORIGtNALSITE 

—GOOD _RUINS -^LjkLTEREO —MOVED DATE 
! —FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

- DEscR|BE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The McCabe Mansion is a marble building of two and a half stories and five bays. Some 
of its elements suggest the Second Empire style, popular in America at the time this 

I structure was built. The foremost element emphasizing this style is the mansard roof. 
Four central chimneys and five gabled dormers project from the roof and a parapet cornice 
decorates the roof line. The central bay, double, casement window of the second story 
is topped with an elliptically arched sunburst detail. The French double door of the 
projecting frontispiece has a round-arched detail of similar design. The remaining 
windows of the front facade are double hung, with 9/9 lights. First story windows and 
the decorated window of the second story have window baskets. The facade is greatly 
distorted by the addition of the four two-story columns of the front porch. The left 
wing of the building has also been added. 

The McCabe Mansion fronts a busy commercial corridor, the York Road. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



SIGNIFICANCE B-2891 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
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_ 1400-14S9 ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE 
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SPECIFIC DATES c . 1 8 7 5 BUiLDER/ARCHiTECT p o s g i b l y G o l . Lawrence McCabe 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The first marble mansion to appear in Govans was erected at York Road and McCabe 
Avenue by Colonial Lawrence McCabe. McCabe, along with his brother, were builders 
of bridges and tunnels, the largest railroad and city contractors in Maryland. 
Among their vast number of accomplishwments were the tunnel and bridge for the Balti­
more and Ohio Railroad at St. Paul Street, the North Avenue Bridge built in the 
early 1890's, and a large part of New York's subway.system. McCabe was also con­
tracted to work on the Holland Tunnel in New York, a venture on which he lost a 
great deal of money. Unable to maintain his marble home, McCabe sold it to a harness 
maker named Harry Lerch and moved across the street to a little cottage. The mansion 
was later sold to another city contractor named Carozza and presently is the Seitz 
Funeral Home. 

The mansion is a variation of the Second Empire style. It is built of marble which, 
it is said, was a surplus of the marble to be used in the construction of Baltimore's 
City Hall. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 
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